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July 2011
•Numerous families

enjoy Ellijay’s Independ-
ence Day celebration,
which included a down-
town parade, live music
performances and a fire-
works display. 

•The Gilmer County
Sheriff ’s Department
arrests three suspects in
connection with five bur-
glary cases. 

•Sheriff Stacy Nichol-
son announces the cre-

ation of the Gilmer Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office Citi-
zens’ Law Enforcement
Academy. The purpose of
the academy is to
enhance the relationship
between the citizens and
the law enforcement com-
munity. 

•The founding board of
the Oakland Academy
Charter School submits a
letter of intent to the
Georgia Department of
Education’s Charter
Schools Division, outlin-
ing its vision of opening
OACS for the 2013-2014

school year. 
•The Times-Courier

reports that during the
June term of the Gilmer
County Grand Jury,
indictments were handed
down to 54 people on 148
criminal counts.

•Members of the Elli-
jay City Council approve
pouring licenses for two
establishments. 

•The Gilmer County
Board of Assessors installs
Richard Lamb as the inter-
im chief appraiser.

•Over 800 volunteers
participate in the Build

an Ark Animal Rescue
barn raising. This emo-
tional event was organ-
ized by the New York
Says Thank You Founda-
tion after a tornado
destroyed the main barn
of the animal rescue
group and promoted a
“pay it forward” attitude.

•The Gilmer County
Health Department spon-
sors a Give Kids a Boost
campaign to raise aware-
ness about Georgia’s new
booster seat law. 
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Ellijay Lions Blood Drive
Thursday, Jan. 12

12–6pm
Ellijay Lions Club

1729 South Main St. • Ellijay, GA

Special to the 
Times-Courier
Gilmer County Sheriff’s Dept.

Deputies and detec-
tives from the Gilmer
County Sheriff ’s Office
responded to a kidnap-
ping report last Wednes-
day, Jan. 4, recovering the
child unharmed a short
while after receiving the
call.

The sheriff ’s office
received a call alleging
that Linda Stanfield, age
44, of Ellijay, had taken a
7-year-old child from
school without the par-
ents’ permission.  Origi-
nally it was reported Stan-
field had a gun with her. 

Officers received the
call at 3:12 p.m. and
quickly responded by
looking for Stanfield and
the child throughout the
county. Lookouts were
also placed in the sur-
rounding counties as
well, and agents from  the
Georgia Bureau of Inves-
tigations were notified
and prepared to assist. 

Investigators were in
the process of activating
an Amber Alert and fol-
lowing up on certain
leads which led to infor-

mation that Stanfield
was on Holden Road in
the south end of Gilmer
County.  Officers, who
were already near that
area, responded and
located Stanfield and the
child in Stanfield’s Ford
Escape. The child was not
harmed. 

According to Gilmer
County Sheriff Stacy
Nicholson, there was no
firearm discovered at the
scene but detectives
reported that Stanfield
had a firearm at some
point during the after-
noon’s activity. He said
there are no indications
Stanfield had intentions
to harm the child with
the firearm. 

When interviewed by
the detectives, Stanfield
said her “intention was to
take the child and start
somewhere else new.”  

Stanfield was arrested
and charged with the 
kidnapping of a minor,
false imprisonment and
cruelty to children in the
second degree. 

She remained in the
Gilmer County Detention
Center until Friday, Jan.
6, when she was released
on a $30,000 bond.

Kidnapped child
safely recovered

Special to the Times-Courier
www.facebook.com/gilmersheriff

The Gilmer County
Sheriff ’s Office is making
advances with its official
Facebook page.

Since July, there have
been posts informing the
public of suspicious activ-
ities, air conditioner and
copper thefts, a weekly
update with pictures of
their first Citizens’ Law
Enforcement Academy,
announcement and pic-
tures of a benefit ride for
a fellow officer suffering
from ALS, detailed
monthly statistics reports
of sheriff ’s office activi-
ties, drug arrests, sher-
iff ’s office state recertifi-
cation, agency promo-
tions, annual employee
awards, police academy
graduations, local weath-
er and scam alerts. The
sheriff ’s office knows the
social networking site
has become a way for law
enforcement to communi-
cate with the people it
serves and to get infor-

mation back from them.
Gilmer County Sheriff

Stacy Nicholson said, “We
plan to continue doing
what we’ve been doing,
but we want to do much
more.” In the immediate
future, it is the office’s
intent to give up-to-the-
minute traffic advice on
road conditions in the
wintertime, as well as
road closures due to
motor vehicle accidents. 

The sheriff said, “Our
Facebook page will be
posting lookouts, missing
person alerts, fraud and
scam alerts, weather
warnings, school closure
notices, arrests, and com-
munity information in
general, just in a more
timely manner. For
instance, posts about
emergencies can be made
in a matter of seconds.”

Nicholson added, “We
are prepared to post
important information at
any point of the day, 24
hours a day, 7 days a
week.”  

The sheriff believes

that social networking is
no longer just a novelty,
but a valid tool for law
enforcement. “One of the
benefits is that Facebook

expands the reach of our
agency. It becomes a mul-
tiplier. As more people

Sheriff’s department adds Facebook page

2011 in review: July to September

by Whitney Crouch
wcrouch@timescourier.com

Selling cookies as a
means of financing troop
activities has been a Girl
Scout tradition for over 80
years, and now the 2012
cookie drive for local troops
is officially underway. 

Initial orders are cur-
rently being accepted and
the cookies will be deliv-
ered in mid-February.
From that time until the
end of March, the Scouts
will continue to sell cookies
via booth sales at various
retail locations around
town. 

Approximately 70 per-
cent of cookie sales rev-
enue stays in the local Girl
Scout council, and as the
girls sell cookies, they can
earn prizes or “cookie
dough,” which can be used
to purchase uniform sup-
plies or pay for summer
camp activities.

In addition to serving as
a fundraiser, the cookie
drive teaches the Scouts
about the importance of
setting goals, people skills,
business ethics, money

management and decision-
making skills. 

For more information

about local cookie sales or
to place an order if you are
not asked by any Girl

Scouts, send an e-mail to
appleblossomgirlscouts
@yahoo.com. 

Girl Scout cookie drive kicks off

Photo by Whitney Crouch

Proudly displaying their cookie order forms and the variteties of tasty treats
available for purchase this year, Brownies and Juniors in Girl Scout Troop 9020
are excited about kicking off the 2012 cookie drive. 

News Briefs
House fire could be linked to death

A New Year’s Eve house fire could be linked to the
death of 66 year-old James Demay of Ellijay.

According to Gilmer County Fire Chief Tony Pritch-
ett, fire engines were dispatched to Lakeside Mobile
Home Park off Sunlight Road just before midnight,
Saturday, Dec. 31. Neighbors had spotted smoke com-
ing from one of the mobile homes and called authori-
ties. When firefighters arrived, they discovered a pan
on the stove creating the smoke and extinguished the
fire.

Prior to firefighters arriving, a neighbor had
entered the home and found Demay and pulled him
outside.

Demay’s body was taken to the Georgia State Crime
Lab where an autopsy was performed to determine
the exact cause of death. The cause of the death and
the fire are still under investigation.

MLK holiday closings
The Times-Courier will be open as usual Monday,

January 16, but government offices, banks and post
offices will be closed.

We are looking
for love at the
Times-Courier. As
part of our annual
Parade of Sweet-
hearts issue
scheduled for our
Feb. 9 edition, we
would like to have
some love stories.

Couples who are
celebrating 50+ year anniversaries may submit
a story of how you met, how long you’ve been
together, children, grandchildren and advice for
new couples, along with a picture.  

Recently engaged couples may submit a story
of how you met, how he proposed and any future
plans, along with a picture.  

Stories should be less than 200 words, and will
be published in our Valentine’s issue on Feb. 9.
You may email your submissions to shanaparks
@timescourier.com or drop it by the office by 
Friday, Feb. 3.

See Sheriff page 4A

See Review page 4A



I enjoy
the occa-
s i o n a l
drizzly day
— the kind
where a
gray pallor
hangs over
the land-
scape and
the entire
w o r l d
seems to
be muffled in a dewy blan-
ket. 

It’s the kind of weather
that drives physical activ-
ity to a halt and demands
that a person settles in for
a long nap or curls up on
the sofa with a good book.
There are certainly days
when I long for that kind
of forced hibernation, but
I will readily admit that
we’ve had more than our
fair share of this type of
weather in the past week. 

Perhaps I’ve had
enough of it because over-
cast, misty days never fail

to leave me feeling tired
and cold, as if the fog
soaked into my pores and
displaced all of my body
heat. 

This feeling of encroach-
ing grayness first caught
hold of me Saturday after-
noon when I left an out-of-
town coffee shop. 

I had spent the morning
outside taking photo-
graphs and before return-
ing home decided to
indulge in a warm drink
to fight off the slight chill
I had developed during
my outdoor ramblings. 

Seated at a tall table
next to a window, I settled
into a comfortable stupor
as I sipped a cup of chai
tea, savored a slice of
lemon pound cake and
watched a pair of young
boys contentedly throwing
seedpods at one another
beneath the spreading
branches of a magnolia
tree across the street. 

While I was soaking up

the idyllic warmth of the
room, I felt utterly content
and at rest. 

And then I stepped back
outside. 

Immediately, the clam-
my air latched onto me
with more force than it
had shown earlier in the
day and sent me scurrying
to my car with my chin
burrowed in the collar of
my coat. As I headed for
home, I found myself
earnestly hoping that I
could quickly recreate the
warmth I had left behind
in the coffee shop. 

It was not to be. 
The feeling that I was

caught in a cold, sleep
inducing cloud stuck with
me for days.

Eventually, to try and
take my mind off the
weather, I sat down to
watch “Lawrence of Ara-
bia” — a film of undeni-
ably epic proportions. 

With a run time of 216
minutes (pushing 227 if
you listen to the all of the
overture, intermission
and exit music), this 1962
film won seven Academy
Awards and is rated num-
ber seven on the American
Film Institute’s “100
Years … 100 Movies –
10th Anniversary Edition”
list of the greatest Ameri-
can movies of all time. 

As I watched the story
unfold, I enjoyed the score,

the costumes and the
great panning shots
across the desert, but I
was particularly struck by
the stark contrast
between my current envi-
ronment and the one on
the screen. 

While I sat wrapped in a
blanket and was once
again drinking hot tea in
an effort to combat the
dreary weather, the char-
acters in the film found
themselves crossing blis-
tering deserts, battling
intense heat and longing
to quench their burning
thirst at carefully protect-
ed wells. Instead of the
dreary grays lingering
outside my living room
window, the world of the
film was illuminated by
the rich hues of fiery sun-
sets, golden sands and
brilliant blue skies. 

As I watched I could
almost feel my body futile-
ly trying to collect vitamin
D from the rays of sun
flickering across the tele-
vision screen. 

Even so, I was a little
saddened when the movie
at last came to an end, but
was pleased to find that
the brightness of the film
had indeed helped to
expel some of the lethargy
that had settled in my

mind. The experience
gave me hope that sun-
nier days may yet come
again. 

Thankfully, meteorolo-
gists are indeed predict-
ing sunny, albeit still cold,

weather toward the end of
this week, so perhaps I
will not have to resort to
more viewings of three-
hour movies to ease the
chill out of my fingers and
toes. 

Looking for a silver lining

Whitney
Crouch

wcrouch@
timescourier.com

4A THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2012 TIMES-COURIER • ELLIJAY, GEORGIA

 Stop in today and see Jim and let him help pick 
 out the right Chevy for you!

 We are focused on being  your  car company!

 CHEVROLET CERTIFIED SERVICE
 One-stop Shop For All Of Your  Maintenance & Service Needs.
 We  Service   All   Makes  -  All   Models

 Shop Smart!  
 Shop June Walker Chevrolet!
 THE  BEST  USED VEHICLES IN THE AREA!

 One 
 Owner, 

 32K 
 miles, 

 Loaded 

 $12,800

 Very 
 Good 

 Condition, 
 One 

 Owner 

 $6,995

 Hwy. 515 at Old Hwy. 76 in Blue Ridge, GA
 (866) 220-2151  • www.junewalkerchevrolet.com CHEVY RUNS DEEP

 2009  Cobalt LT Coupe  1999 Tahoe LT 4x4

 2003 Trailblazer 4WD  2007 Freestar Van

 2006 Corolla Sport  2005 Tacoma Crew Cab

 2003 Montero Sport 4x4  2002 Durango SUV 

 Extra 
 Nice, 
 Only 

 $9,295

 Loaded, 
 Very 

 Nice  Only 

 $9,995

 TRD 
 Sport, 
 Wheel 

 Upgrades 

 $17,995

 Auto 
 Extra 

 Clean, 
 One 

 Owner 

 $9,350

 Well 
 equipped 

 $5,995

 Loaded 
 Very nice 

 $6,995

 Buyer must add tax, tag and title charges.   Vehicles listed are subject to prior sale.   Hurry in bef ore the one you see is gone.   
 Prices valid through Jan 10, 2012.

 Why Call Us ?
 P ROVEN   Reputation and Reliability •   37 Years  I N  B USINESS

 Competitive  P RICING  •   24/7  Emergency Service
 An  E STABLISHED  C OMPANY  •   K NOWLEDGEABLE  &  E XPERIENCED   Staff

 Thousands of  S ATISFIED   Customers
 •   Satisfaction  G UARANTEED

 F REE   On-Site Water Test; no obligation
 •   We  S ERVICE   What We Sell

 Q UALITY   Proven Products •    S ELF  C LEANING   Filters
 Each System Is  C USTOM  B UILT

 R ESIDENTIAL   &  C OMMERCIAL   Systems
 N EXT  D AY  Installation  (In Most Cases)

 “We treat water right.”
 Compare our prices, knowledge and track record!

 www.metrowaterfilter.com
 888.604.8043

 EVERY DAY 2-4  PM

 5 Sonic Burgers 
 for  $ 5 .95

 Offer is 
 valid on 
 our reg. 

 single patty 
 1 ⁄ 4  lb.  Sonic 
 Burger  only.

 Tuesday Night Burgers!

 After 
 5 p.m. 
 on Tues. 
 Nights 
 Only!

 1 ⁄ 2  Price
 Each  OR

 Sausage Biscuits
 2 for 

 $ 1 .75
 $ 1 .00  OR

August 2011
•Detectives from the

sheriff’s department
report that property
crimes are on the
increase during the sum-
mer months. The majori-
ty of the thefts involved
air-conditioning units
and metal. 

•The midway of the
annual Gilmer County
fair lights up the Ellijay
Lions Club Fairgrounds.

•Gilmer County
schools resume Friday,
Aug. 12. 

•In a controversial
move, the BOE approves
the purchase of the for-
mer Bank of Ellijay prop-
erty on Industrial Blvd.
Plans are revealed to use
the building as the new
administrative and tech-
nology office for the
school system. 

•In the face of a contin-
uing budget shortfall, the
BOC votes to increase the
rollback rate from 5.683
mils to 5.778 mils and a
1-mil increase that will
be earmarked to make
payments to the General
Obligation bonds.

•The BOE approves a
$33.6 million budget,
which represents a $6.2
million decrease from the
previous year but is bal-
anced. The board mem-

bers also vote to raise the
millage rate from 16.25 to
17.75. 

•U.S. senators Saxby
Chambliss and Johnny
Isakson speak at a town
hall meeting in Ellijay.

•The Board of Asses-
sors hears proposals from
outside appraisal firms
seeking to do business in
Gilmer County.

•The BOC adopted a
new ordinance amending
the county charter to give
post commissioners a
vote when hiring or firing
a county department
head and setting new reg-
ulations on discretionary
spending. The charter
changes were discussed
at several meetings and
revisions were made to
set limits on spending of
more than $20,000 per
annual project.

September 2011
•Local sheriff’s

deputies locate marijua-
na plants after a flyover
operation in the Old
Pleasant Valley Drive
area of southern Gilmer
County. In a separate
incident, 10 marijuana
plants are seized in the
Highway 282 area. 

•Gilmer County citi-
zens commemorate the
10th anniversary of the
September 11 attacks
with a ceremony at Elli-
jay’s Veterans Memorial
Bridge and a service enti-

tled Everyday Heroes at
The Orchard Church to
honor local first respon-
ders. 

•The BOC discovers
that changes approved to
the county charter at its
August meeting need to
be altered because of
problems caused by the
inclusion of the word
“annually” in a regula-
tion limiting spending by
the board chairman.  

•Jeremy Gerbert and
Samantha Mashburn are
named the 2011 Gilmer
High School Homecoming
King and Queen. 

•Donald Bossa, 76, of
Ellijay, confesses to
killing his wife in the
early morning hours of
Sept. 14, in their home in
Coosawattee River
Resort. He originally
reported the crime as a
home invasion, but after
law enforcement officials
could not find evidence to
support his story and
questioned him further,
Bossa confessed.  

•A group of concerned
citizens form a group to
begin the process of try-
ing to recall BOE mem-
bers Gary Hyde and
Michael Bramlett. 

•Samantha Pinson is
named Miss Apple Capi-
tal and Erica Lovett is
crowned as the 2011
Apple Queen at the annu-
al Apple Pageant Satur-
day, Sept. 24. 

Review
from 1A

repost something, the
more people will become
aware of it. In the
instance of a missing per-
son, for example, all of a
sudden you could have
hundreds more people on
the lookout. It really is
limitless because of being
able to reach a greater
number of people.”

Nicholson thinks that is
the benefit of using Face-
book because “it provides
the sheriff’s office with
more eyes on the street,
similar to a neighborhood
watch. However, Facebook
is much quicker.”  

The sheriff looks for-
ward to using social net-
working as a way to better
serve and connect with
the citizens of Gilmer
County. “We are a sheriff’s
office, not an occupying
force, and as such, we
want our citizens to be

informed and believe they
have a right to know what
we are doing. Our page
has almost 400 fans, but
we would like to have
many more.”

The Gilmer County
Sheriff’s Office also has a
Twitter account to get
messages out to the pub-
lic. The Twitter account is
directly linked to the
Facebook page so that
posts are relayed through
both media.

The sheriff concluded,
“Social media is a simple
and affordable way of get-
ting information out to
our citizens instanta-
neously and at no addi-
tional cost to them. I feel
it’s a win-win situation.”

To access and like the
Facebook page for the
Gilmer County Sheriff’s
Office, go to www.face-
book.com/gilmersheriff.
Or, follow on Twitter
@gilmersheriff, or go to
www.twitter.com/gilmer-
sheriff.

Sheriff
from 1A

Did we catch you reading?

706.635.4313

If you’re not reading the paper, you’re missing out
on the latest local news, plus in-depth coverage on

everything from weather to sports.

12 month subscription
$24*

*Gilmer, Fannin, Pickens,
Dawson & Murray Counties.
All other counties $28/year.


