
matter of personal responsibili-
ty.”

Commissioner Will Beattie
weighed in on the matter, not-
ing, “I have trouble with our
governments governing indi-
viduals’ rights.This is a matter
of being personally responsible.
We will be limiting economic
growth if we put too many
restrictions (on the wineries)”.

Later, Sanford explained
that his decision was not solely
a moral issue but one of public
safety. He noted that he has
had family members affected

by alcohol use and he was con-
cerned about customers possi-
bly driving from the tasting
rooms under the influence.

The tasting rooms would be
allowed to only offer small por-
tions.

Chastain noted there was
nothing to prevent someone
from buying a bottle of wine
and drinking it in the parking
lot or elsewhere, again refer-
ring to personal responsibility.

The commission recently
approved a conditional use per-
mit for the fourth farm winery

in the county on Whitepath
Road near the Whitepath Golf
Course.

Larry Lykins, who has a
farm winery near Clear Creek
Road, told the commissioners
that the resolution would put
Gilmer County in line with
other counties that operate
farm wineries and tasting
rooms.

He explained that his grapes
would be processed at another
location,bottled and then made
available for sale at his proper-
ty.

The resolution allows tasting
rooms to sell only Georgia-
grown wines and prohibits the
sale of beer, malt beverages or
distilled spirits.

In other matters, the com-
mission discussed how to dis-
pose of several pieces of salvage
equipment belonging to the
county, including the steel sup-
port beams in the old Kell’s
Creek Bridge, which has
recently been replaced by a cul-
vert-style bridge.

Beattie noted that he had
been contacted by two citizens
wanting to buy the new bridge
because of the way the salvage
list was worded, bringing a
chuckle from the sparse crowd
and fellow commissioners. The
wording will be changed on the
final salvage list.

The commissioners dis-

cussed the best manner of sell-
ing the items, either through a
public auction or online auction
similar to eBay.com.

No action was taken on the
salvage items other than to
approve the list and have it
advertised before deciding on
the sale process.

The commission approved a
lease for a new county ambu-
lance to replace one going out of
service at the end of the year.
The new lease would replace
the current lease, meaning it
would not create any addition-
al cost to the county.

A five-year plan for solid
waste disposal was approved
and May 6 was proclaimed as a
day of prayer in the county.

In a final discussion, it was
announced the county has
received a federal green energy
stimulus grant to provide a
solar water heating system for
the county jail. The $159,000
grant is for 10 years and will
save the county some $8,800 a
year in utility costs.

The solar system would sup-
plement the current propane
gas system and only provide
heated water at the jail.

Because there would be no
cost to the county, the com-
missioners readily accepted
the grant.

“It’s funny how the federal
government works,” said
Beattie. “When we ask for
help, we don’t get it. But then
they give us something we
didn’t ask for.”

B u d g e t
cuts.

T h o s e
two words
are hardly
ever fol-
lowed by
good news,
and unfor-
t u n a t e l y
they are
being used
quite a bit
in our stagnant economy.

The Georgia state legis-
lature in particular has
been forced to drastically
reduce its annual spend-
ing, and education has
been one of the hardest hit
fields during this season of
cutbacks.

In the midst of this ongo-
ing turmoil, however, Geor-
gia’s teachers continue to
hold fast and complete
their mission of educating
the leaders of tomorrow.

Covering the education
news for the county, I have
gained a new appreciation
for all of the hard work
and dedication that local
educators invest in this
community. In spite of dif-
ficult to swallow budget
cuts, they are exhibiting
perseverance and main-
taining a hopeful attitude.

I am very impressed by
the high caliber of educa-
tional opportunities avail-
able in this community
and can truly say that in
Gilmer County, we have
been blessed with many
exceptional teachers and
administrators.

When was the last time
we showed our gratitude?

The national Parent-
Teacher Association has
designated next week, May
3 – 7, as National Teacher
Appreciation Week. I
encourage you to join me
in the celebration by
thanking the teachers of
Gilmer County.

Whether you send a card
or e-mail, make a phone
call, visit a school or just
say “thank you,” take time
to show your gratitude to
these dedicated men and
women.

You may even want to
take your appreciation a
step further by contacting
the people who had the
patience to teach you when
you were in school. All too
often we do not take the

time to let former teachers
know about the positive
impact they had on our
lives. Whether you were
the class clown or the
teacher’s pet, I am sure
your teachers would love
to hear about how you
turned out.

It’s high time that we
express our appreciation
to educators. After all, we
each have a lot to thank
them for.
As one enthusiastic
bumper sticker I once saw
noted, “If you can read
this, thank a teacher.”

This simple statement
really captures the immen-
sity of the impact teachers
have on our day-to-day
lives. Their efforts open
our eyes to new vistas of
opportunity and open
countless doors for our
future success.

In addition to leading us
through the mysteries of
t r i g o n o m e t r y ,
Wordsworth’s poetry and
chemical equations, teach-
ers also give us important
lessons in character traits,
such as integrity, respect
and responsibility. Like-
wise, just by watching
teachers in action, we can
appreciate the importance
of fostering patience and a
good sense of humor.

Teachers have a chal-
lenging job even in the
best economic times (for a
point of reference, just
think back to how difficult
you were in the classroom),
and it is high time that we
offer them some encour-
agement.

While the state may be
running low on funds to
put toward education, we
should never be running
low on gratitude and sup-
port for educators.

National Teacher
Appreciation Week

Whitney

Crouch

wcrouch@

timescourier.com
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Please complete the following form and submit a picture of your
graduate. Cost is $20 per graduate. Deadline is Friday, May 14.

The special section will be published in

theMay 20 edition of the Times-Courier.

Kathy Aker
adrep@timescourier.com

47 River Street • Ellijay • 706-635-4313

Aby Ramey
abyramey@timescourier.com

Graduate’s Name:

Message to your Graduate (25 words or less):

Clip and mail by Friday, May 14 to:
Times-Courier, P.O. Box 1076, Ellijay, GA 30540, Attn: Graduates

Amount Enclosed  !   $20 per graduate  $________________________ �  

 Please include the following information in the event that we must contact you:

 Your Name: 

 Phone Number: 

 Your graduate’s picture and the above information 

 may also be e-mailed to one of the addresses below. 

 E-mail orders must be paid by credit card.

 Ellijay Bluegrass/Old Gospel Pickin’

 As always everyone is welcome to attend.  Bring your acoustic instruments and join in.
   Admission is FREE! Don’t forget to visit the concession stand.  

 The Ellijay Senior Center is located behind the old library in downtown Ellijay.

 www.northgabluegrass.com

 Contact Al or Dana Henderson 706-635-3786  (please leave message)

   Every Thursday night 
 from 6:30–9:00 p.m. 

 The Ellijay SEBA Chapter will feature 

 “Buzzard Mountain Boys” 
 May 6 at 6 : 30 p.m.

 Ellijay SEBA Chapter meets every 2nd Thursday
 of  the month at the Ellijay Senior Center

 Mountaintop Medical Center
 M. Mateen Akmal, M.D., 

 Board Certified, Family Physician

 We accept Aetna, Accordia, BCBS PPO & HMO, Cigna, Medicare, Medicaid, Wellcare, Amerigroup, United H ealthcare, Tricare, PHCS, and many more.

 706-636-4364 •  Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9-5 
 Gilmer Shopping Center • Suite 114 • 200 Industrial Blvd. • Ellijay

 Specialties  Include:
 Family Care, Pediatrics, Diabetes, Asthma, Drug Screening, Hypertension, 

 Physicals, Health Checks, ADHD, Acne & Allergy Treatment, DOT Physicals

 Don’t have health insurance? Affected by the recession?

 Spring Special!

 Call and make 

 your appointment 

 today!

 $49 *  Doctor Visit
 See a Medical Doctor, not an assistant.

 Allergies • Asthma • Insect Bites • Poison Ivy/Oak • Sinus Infection • Sunburn

 *  (Does not include lab work)

by Al Summers

alsummers@timescourier.com

Four graffiti vandals hardly had
time enough for their paint to dry
before they were apprehended by
Gilmer County law enforcement offi-
cials last week.

Gilmer County Sheriff Stacy Nichol-
son reported that four males were
arrested and charged in connection
with painting a spot off Cripple Creek
Road off Yukon Road last Thursday,

April 22.
The complainants reported that

someone had painted “a hate-type
message” in front of their residence,
apparently due to the complainants
being a bi-racial couple.

Later that day, Gilmer Sheriff ’s
detectives identified four (4) suspects
in the case.  Detectives pursued their
lead and ultimately arrested the four
individuals. Arrested were  Joshua
Ingle, 27; Eric Ingle, 20; Cody Pet-
tyjohn, 18 and Justin Payne, 20.  The

charges include terroristic threats and
acts, interference with government
property, stalking and conspiracy to
commit a crime.

Nicholson told the Times- Courier

that no matter how one feels about
this issue or others like it, this type of
activity is a crime and will not be
ignored.  “Luckily, we don’t see many
things like this.  The complainants are
not the only victims in these cases.
Everyone in the neighborhood that has
to see the vandalism is a victim.”

Graffiti vandals apprehended

BOC from 1A

Minute with

the Bible
May the words of my

mouth and the meditation
of my heart be pleasing in
your sight, O LORD, my
Rock and my Redeemer. —
Psalm 19:14

For the eyes of the LORD
range throughout the earth
to strengthen those whose
hearts are fully committed
to him. — 2 Chronicles 16:9

Check us out 
on the world
wide web...

www.timescourier.com

 www.wildliferehabsanctuary.org
 Cougar Lane • Ellijay 

 706-276-2980

 Ellijay Wildlife 
 Rehab Sanctuary


