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David Ralston tapped to become
next Speaker of the House

by Al Summers

alsummers@timescourier.com

A Gilmer County native
son and current state repre-
sentative, David Ralston, has
been tapped to become the

next Speaker of the House of
the Georgia House of Repre-
sentatives.

Ralston was chosen by
members of the Republican
caucus Thursday, Dec. 17, at
a meeting held in Atlanta.

David Ralston

Because Republicans hold a
majority of the seats in the
Georgia House of Represen-
tatives, he should be elected
when members of the full
House convene in January.

The next speaker is the son
of Willard and Ernestine Ral-
ston. He grew up in the
Cartecay area of Gilmer
County and attended Oak-
land Elementary and Gilmer
High School where he gradu-
ated in 1972.

During 1972, Ralston
served as an alternate dele-
gate to the Republican
National Convention held in
Miami, Fla.

Fellow Republican and
Ralston  supporter  Joe
McCutchen said, “I believe
David was the youngest per-
son ever elected as an alter-
nate delegate to the national
convention. He had a mind
for politics even back in the
early “70s. We are proud of
him”

He holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree from North Georgia
College and obtained his law
degree from the University of
Georgia in 1980.

Ralston began his political
career as a state senator
from the 51st Senate District
in 1992, a post he held
through 1998 when he was

the Republican nominee for
state attorney general. Ral-
ston lost that race to current
Georgia Attorney General
Thurbert Baker.

Ralston then ran for, and
won, the House of Represen-
tatives seat for the 7th Dis-
trict in 2002. He has held
that seat since then.

Ralston has served as the
chairman of the House Non-
Civil Judiciary Committee
that oversees criminal law
and also on the House Appro-
priations Committee.

In making his acceptance
speech last Thursday, the
representative said, “You've
made a country boy real
happy.”

Ralston told the Times-
Courier Tuesday, “I am very
humbled and honored that
members of the Republican
caucus chose to put their
trust in me. We are going to
put the distractions behind
us and moved forward.

“It cannot be business as
usual anymore. We are going
to do things a little different-
ly. We are going to be more
fair and inclusive in our
processes,” he said.

The future speaker prac-
tices law in Blue Ridge. He is
married to Jane Ralston and
they have two children.

Four trash centers will be closed two days

by Ryan R Rees

chairman Mark

rrees@timescourier.com

Four of the seven county-
operated trash compactor and
convenience centers will be
closed Sundays and Tuesdays,
beginning Jan. 1.

The changes in operations
will save the county approxi-
mately $50,000, according to

Chastain.

Three of the seven centers
— Tower Road, Coosawatee,
Cartecay — are classified as
“major” centers with two com-
pactors and single-stream
recycling dumpsters and will
remain open seven days a
week.

The four “minor” centers

Times-Courier
holiday schedule

In observance of the
Christmas holiday, the
Times-Courier will be closed
Thursday and Friday, Dec.
24 and Dec. 25 and will
reopen Monday, Dec. 28 at
8:30 a.m.

For the New Years holi-
day, the Times-Courier will
close at noon, Thursday,
Dec. 31, and remain closed
through New Years Day,
Friday, Jan. 1. We will
reopen Monday, Jan. 4, at
8:30 a.m.

The real estate advertis-
ing deadline for the Thurs-
day, Dec. 31, edition of the
paper was Wednesday,

Dec. 23, at 5 p.m.

The real estate advertis-
ing deadline for the Thurs-
day, Jan. 7 edition of the
paper will be Thursday, Dec.
31, at noon.

Regular deadlines for all
other advertisements and
editorial submissions will
remain at Tuesday noon.

We hope you have a safe
and merry Christmas sea-
son with your family and
friends.

Enjoy our annual Christ-
mas edition this week, along
with the winners of our
annual Christmas Story
Contest on page 1B.
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are located on Yukon Road,
‘Whitepath Road, Whitestone
Road and Tails Creek Road.
In addition to being closed two
days a week, hours of opera-
tion will be altered as well.
They will be open from 7:30
am. to 5 p.m. Mondays, 8:30
am. to 5 p.m. Wednesdays, 1
to 6 p.m. Thursdays, 8 a.m. to
5:30 pm. Fridays and 7:30
am. to 6:30 p.m. Saturdays.
The three major centers
will be open from 1:30 to 5:30

p.m. Sundays, 7:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. Mondays, 8:30 am. to 5
p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Wednesdays, 8 am. to 5:30
p.m. Fridays and 7:30 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. Saturdays.
Household, bagged gar-
bage can be taken to any of
the centers. Bulk trash can be
disposed of at the Tower Road
location or the Advanced

See Trash page 4A

Inmate hangs
himself at
detention center

by Al Summers

alsummers@timescourier.com

An inmate of the Gilmer
County Detention Center
died from complications due
to his having hung himself
last Friday, Dec. 18.

According to  Gilmer
County  Sheriff  Stacy
Nicholson, Bryan Marshal
Henderson, 26, of an Ellijay
address, was found by
detention officers in an
unresponsive state.

Officers performed CPR
on Henderson until emer-
gency management services
personnel arrived. The pro-
cedure was continued on the
ride to North Georgia Med-
ical Center where Hender-

son was eventually pro-
nounced dead.

Nicholson told the Times-
Courier, “An investigation is
being conducted into the
death by the Georgia
Bureau of Investigation
(GBI). Preliminarily, the
investigation indicates that
it had been less than 30
minutes since last contact
with a detention officer
prior to Henderson being
found. An autopsy was per-
formed by the G.B.I. Crime
Lab. The cause of death has
been determined to be hang-
ing and the manner of death
was ruled suicide.”

Henderson had been
incarcerated Thursday, Dec.
17, for a probation violation.

Commissioners approve
$17.5M fiscal budget

by Ryan R Rees
rrees@timescourier.com

The board of commission-
ers approved an airtight
$17.578.591 budget for the
2010 fiscal year at its Dec.
17 meeting.

During discussion of the
budget at the meeting, com-
mission chairman Mark
Chastain noted that “every
department, except the
sheriff’s department, asked
for increases. They didn’t get
them and everyone seems to
be OK with the budgets they
have in place.”

The 2010 budget is $1.2
million less than the 2009
budget.

The only major change
made at the Dec. 17 meeting
from the advertised budget
came from a $32,000 shift of

funds intended for the
Appalachian Judicial Cir-
cuit court system that is
shared with Pickens and
Fannin  counties. That
money was shifted to the
contingency reserve budget.
The court system has a
reserve balance of nearly
$250,000 and the three
county commissions agreed
the system could use that
balance if needed in the
coming year.

Most of the expenditures
will go to the sheriff’s
department that will receive
nearly $3.2 million and the
detention center just over $2
million. Fire and rescue will
receive $2.6 million.

The budget also expects to
collect $6.3 million in prop-
erty taxes, down from $7.2
in 2009.

Wildlife lover Cylke dies at 51

by Al Summers
alsummers@timescourier.com

The wild critters in
Gilmer County and north
Georgia, especially the
injured and infirmed, lost
one of their biggest allies
with the death of Craig
“Grizzly” Cylke last Friday,
Dec. 18. He was 51.

Cylke was the director of
the Wildlife Rehabilitation
Sanctuary where he took in
injured, sick and orphaned
animals and nursed them
back to health. On some
occasions he was able to
release a healed and reha-
bilitated animal back into
the wild. Others were reha-
bilitated to the best of their
ability and then given
homes in the sanctuary.

Cylke spent his days edu-
cating kids and adults alike
on animals housed at the
facility and the importance
of maintaining the animals’

habitats both at the sanctu-
ary and out in the wild.

He spent countless hours
putting on demonstrations
at schools and libraries. He
conducted tours at the facil-
ity on the wildly popular
“Family Days” held on cer-
tain Sundays during the
summer months.

‘When he was not conduct-
ing a program or tours he
was out seeking funds for
the facility, often accompa-
nied by his deaf and blind
lynx, Taz. He would carry
baby critters, everything
from opossums to snakes
and hedgehogs, around in
his pockets and let potential
donors get up close and per-
sonal with some of the
wildlife they would be

assisting.
Cylke was interred at the
Wildlife Rehabilitation

Sanctuary Sunday, Dec. 20.
Bernhardt Funeral Home
was in charge of arrangements.
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zly” Cylke pals around with Ellijay Wildlife

Rehabilitation Sanctuary resident Buddy the Wallaby earli-

er this year. Cylke will be

for his

ing

commitment to making a better life for abandoned and
abused animals, which, in turn, bettered the community in

which he resided.



